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8-14-2020 

 

3rd Grade Families,  

 

Recently a few families reached out to me wondering why the Intermediate School was not 

offering an in-person orientation similar to what is being held for incoming Kindergarten 

students and 9th grade students at the High School.  I hope my explanation will help you 

understand why the decision was made to hold virtual orientation for our 3rd grade students.   

 

Frist, I want you to understand I know moving to the Intermediate School is a major change for 

our incoming 3rd grade students.  This change can create worries and anxieties; new building, 

new teachers, new expectations, etc.  All of these topics will be covered in my orientation and/or 

during the classroom teachers’ “Meet the Teacher Night” presentations.  I know this still does 

not give your child the opportunity to tour the building and see where their classroom will be.  

Rest assured, there will be staff in the halls the first day of school helping 3rd grade students find 

their classrooms.  3rd grade teachers will give their students a tour of the building the first day of 

school which will help build a comfort level for your child.  Classroom teachers will go over 

school and classroom expectations during the first few days of the school year as they have done 

in previous years.  Students will find the school and classroom expectations are not that different 

compared to the Elementary School since the Intermediate School also uses the PBIS Roar 

Program.   

 

Kindergarten is holding short in-person tours of the classroom/building because it is a 

kindergarten student’s first experience with school.  The Kindergarten Orientation is being held 

virtually similar to the 3rd Grade Orientation.  9th grade students are taking part in a Link Crew 

Orientation which only involves students.  No parents will be part of the 9th grade in-person 

orientation.  It is my understanding that at this time the 9th grade Link Crew Orientation has been 

put on hold as the number of cases in Union County rise.   

 

I understand we all would like to offer in-person orientations to our students.  We need to think 

of the bigger picture, that being opening our schools on September 8th, and the potential impact 

having students and families attend in-person orientation could have on this.  We are navigating 

difficult times which brings about different processes.  Holding virtual 3rd Grade Orientation is 

one of them.  I continue to encourage parents to reach out to me or the Intermediate School’s 

Guidance Counselor, Mrs. Purdy, if your child has major fears or anxieties about coming to 3rd 

grade.  We will work with you and your child to help overcome them.   

 

In closing, I know a virtual orientation is not what everyone wants but it will still provide an 

opportunity for your child to interact with their teacher and see their classroom in the safest 

manner at this time.  

 

Thank You,  

Philip Heggenstaller 

Principal, Mifflinburg Area Intermediate School   

Mrs. Wendy Zechman 
Administrative Assistant 

 Mrs. Lauren Purdy 
School Counselor 
 
 

 

Mr. Philip Heggenstaller 
Principal 

 



 

 


